Hawhking the Big Sky

TexTt AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY KATE Davis

Life with a hat-stealing peregrine

e all know the mantra for this sport. To quote

John ]. Craighead, it is “patience, persever-

ance, and hard work.” And hopefully progress.
For me, the progress has at times been glacially slow, with
some setbacks along the way. 1 fly an imprinted anatum
peregrine from Springhill Falcons in Bozeman. Raised in
a baby playpen in my living room, Sibley is as bonded to
me as I am to her. In the field. her behavior around the
occasional stranger had been fine, until late March of her
first hunting season. That day, the landowner got out of
her car to walk up for a greeting. Down came Sibley, and
off went the woman’s baseball cap. "Very funny trick. Now
bring it back.” Well, that wasn’t in Sibley’s game plan, and
I had to retrieve the cap after an hour of searching, right
where she had dropped it in a grove of trees. 1 decided it
was intermewing time for Sibley the peregrine. Sib dupli-
cated this trick several more times when I forgot to warn

onlookers—a stunt that I have since learned is widespread

inimprints. A reporter who once fell victim to this behavior
even included it as the opening anecdote in a magazine
article. Sib lifted her grandma’s hand-knitted, heirloom
cap right off her head. Thankfully, I found it weeks later
and returned it.

Until recently, hat-swiping only took place while the fal-
con was on the exercise grounds, not while hunting. But
that changed on the opening week of upland game season

last vear. We were in an area we had never before hunted,

one with thick cover, where the pheasants never showed
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