Profiles in Falconry

JOHN CRAIGHEAD
REVISITED

-"I{1 Acrte Davis

A day with an American [alconry pioneer

v introdduction o this small
worrlel of Faleonry and bireds
of prev came through read-
ing a book we all love called My Sade
iof Hee Mowmbarn, The minute |1
finvished reading i, T immediatels
wanted to run away from home,
hve in a hollow tree, and (v a
peregrine falcon. Many vears
after reading that book by Jean
Craighead George, | was in the
andience at a lecture i cse e
bw her brother, John |. Craighead,
enthralled by his stores of the
wild grizely bears of Montana.
From the suburbs of Cincin-
mati, 1 alecided thar T would go
i Montana and siody Birds of
prev, thanks o the adventurows
tales of the Craighead family.
Little ol 1 Enow that some 56
vears later, [ would be privileged
to spend a day in the ficld with
thae
Montana Peregrine Institute, our

Jav Sumner, Director ol

two falcons, and the Craighead
family,

John |. Craighead and his twin
brother, Frank C. Craighead, Jr,
woere pionecrs of American con-
servalion and are certanly the Gahers
of American baloonry, Baorm i 14,
they spent their childhoods exploring
the wilds of the Potomac Biver, Thei
Itll{l.. I:";l'."L.- .Fj-'!lﬂ'l[:\ I fl‘ll'l" .II.IIf.'rrrf.
s a testament o their dedicaton o

o lassi
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wildlife, |l'|I|1:I1u5._-:I'.||:||I1.._ and lTalconr

and s g mast-read for alooners o

this dav. Pictures of the Craigheads

as tecnagers, climbing into raptor

nests or crammed imto bBlinds with

bulky cameras beside faleon evries,
are quite astounding.

In 1940-41, the wo spent nine
months in India |r1;||;l,i|: ing falconry
with the roval family of Bhavoagar,

tor a 1941 Natronal Geograpliie aricle
ttled “Life With an Indian Prince.”
[he Archives of American Falconry
published a book with the same title
iy O,

Craggheads kept during their stav in

based on the diarnes the
Inclia and imcloding manm '|:|1:"|.'|u||~.|1.
unpublished siill photographs they
took there, The Craigheads also shot
extensive Tomm film footage during
the vear they were there, capturing
all the pomp and pageantry of the
final davs of the Indian Raj.

One of the major sources ol in-
Morth
America during the 140 and "5is

fosmanislicnin .||'|-||lll; Il TS i1|.

came from  Nationa! Corogrranfifine aruicles
the brothers wrote. Their 1937 picce,
“Adventures with Birds of Prey,” gave
many budding American falconers their
lirst glimpse of the STl Johm and
Frank conducted cutting-edge ficld
rescarch on the complex relationship
between predators and previn Michi-
gan during the carly 19505 for their
Ph.DY, dissertations, and the resulting
ook Hlaudks, Chels, and Wildife 15 a
¢ lassic in l]u' |i|:']1| il ad :LlerH\._ ||1
the early davs of television—hack
when there were just three chan-
nels—evervihing came o oa hale
whenever a National Geographic
Society special aired, and we always
marveled an the Lirest Craighead
adveniures: raftimge o) q.1pr|||it'||;
and radio-tagging erizely bears,
wee all remember each episode.

Ihe Craighead’s 12vear studds
of grizely bears in Yellowstone
Natonal Park began in 1959,
I'hey emploved the most com-
prehensive and groundbreaking
technigues and set the standard
for ecological studies from then
on. The brothers helped develop
ratdic-telemetry, fittng the bears
withe collar transmiatters that now
secm enormous, We can give John
Craighead a nod each tme we
check the \iull..l] o e 'Il.l-:._!||._||1|
iransmiiiers we use on our birds
today. They also pioneered satellite
habitat mapping and wsed thei
data o promote conservation of the
grizgly and other species,

In 1951, Jav Sumner joimed the
'!|1.'|.'|11'|.1.~|[11I!|1.' veim il ||i\. ilovFen ViEAdrs
of rescarch have broueght a wealth
of knowledee, innovative ideas, andd
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encrgy. A Fast :|I-:'II-=|.\:|||I b, and
|.|1. Wals SO0l ||.||I of the Eamilv., His
other love, that of peregrine falcons
-.-III'.|J-:'||:'I:| b 1o locate every v
he comaled fined swroand s hommetosn
Livingsion, Monuana, hai same vear
he rappelled down the face of a chifl
L":|||‘.'\.|| L I_|‘||' |.|~.|'l. ||:: AT BRI, |h'

cause of the ice cream stanmd at is
base, and he ook an evas peregrine
for John, which his daunghter Raren
”l."n.

By e muael-149510s, ].l'. noticed thai
peregrines were getting harder and
Freese

harder vo Dind, and the Tasis

hirels were |-u|'_'| gonme, Do s, and ev-
ery falcon lover's horror, not a single
nesting pair of peregrines could be
found in Montana by the early 14980s,
You can imagine the downhearted
passages in his journal notes from
that vear, Peregrines have sinee made
arecovery in Montana, thanks largels
tor the e Llll'_'_ of 617 birds in the
With
gisis, |ay sumner and Ealph REogers
Maontana

peregrine populations, Jay formed the

the awl of arency biolo
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Montana Peregrime Institate sn 20012,
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and thev have completed one of the

i cheryaedd surifle 1 frrnee for ning i s
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sl EXLemsve surveys ol occupandy
andl |l|-=-l.|||l.||'-|l'- il |ll'|1"_:'|lll1'hll| Ay

M, ke

statee i the country., In
observed O] actiive evirres 1o the siate,
a e elfort bat vital o the recove
of the [alcons

I have known Jav for almaost 20 vears
but we became good [niends when
he put me to work as a volunteer for
the Montana Peregrine Institone. A
juvenile peregrine had been harass-
ing my anatum during the fall, and
| reported it wo Jav, Bright and carlh
one morning the following Aprl we
hiked up that drainage, hoping to
locate a new eveie, On the walk up
a motion caught my eve, and we saw
fwo percgrines chasing a songired
right through the canopy of the rees
Minutes later, we spoued the two
adults perched on a snag at the op
of the chiff, We watched them drove an
adlule golden caele from the area with
a heariy tap and a feather fving

We had found the new brecding
territary and a canse for celebration
{And | could turn the spotting scope
1R800 degrees from the ol face and see
iy dlriveway across the vallev?s T was
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and 1 was hoosked for Dok

Dusringg hundeeds ol hours of gazing
at chils, Jav and [ wounld alk alsow
o influences, amd I found than John
Cramghead was his mentor and a dea
fricnd. 1 told hom that [ohn was the
reason | origimally moved to Montana
and stuehied ornithology, 1 oam now
dirccior of the H..||:-Ill:= of the Rock
ies education program, and a golden
cagle that had been an John's aviary
some 14 vears earlier was sull i o
care. He also wrote the jacket review
lasn s |'\'||||L ] :'|.||| wirrlbean, Lim '.\I!ll II I
was honored and hombledd

Hew, let s iy | |-'-|||| Lih TR CaiEl B
the field o fly our peregrines at the
had Tound the

place where wi LN

evrie, | satdd, Coreeal pelea, and wondes
ol wonders, 1t really happened

wie hosiel

beantful fall day came, and

[, his wile Margaret

aredd thenr son Johnmy, We loaded [ayv's

||.-.I-: '|| LR | .|||r| 1Y
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vear-ole amatwm inte the Subaru
andd across the road we went o the

(e ol LW R '_lh|||I|I|||'~|
Jaaw Blewy s baaved Divse, and she made
sOMne @real passes al the lure, then i

was v Bired's turn. 1 was trembBling as
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John Cratghead (leff) and his wife Margaret {ihivd from left) frovse widle Keade ais r:r:r.l'_fr:_'; Numper, He celehrated Ris Wi
birthday this past summer. Below, Sibley with the newly oceupied peregrine eliffs in the background, a mile from her house.

I attached the transmitters 1o Sibley
and wold her o be good, get high,
and For God’s sake, don™t vy 1w hit
Jobhn Craighead. She had been a linle
territorial in the past at her training
hill, occasionally swiping hats off the
heads of bystanders. [ was hailed as a
great trainer for such a novelty trick,
but that and the occasional tap on the
head with a foot was bad, bad, bad. |

just praved she would behave herself

with the Craighead family.,

Lp she went and, after a few circles,
I heard John say that it was just like
the old days. As an almost surreal
boost o our enjoyment of watching
Sib, a wild adult peregrine came from
nowhere and joined her in some high
laps of almost synchronized Might. The
two spent several minutes overhead
belore the wild bivd headed ofl across
the valley. It was a peaceful moment
before the set-up of game. When she
was in good position, we launched
a bagged pheasant that she hit in a
shallow stoop, knocking it to our feet.
I was so relieved that the only blood
of the day would be avian, and what
an honor 1o have our hero present,
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With his smile and a Faraway look, 1
knew John was reliving a much more
spectacular falcon stoop from the
skies on wild game, an image etched
in his memory |
forever.

The
Freeze evrie in
Livingston has
been renamed

Tasuy

Pop Stand due
to a change in
business owne-

ers. The real
owners, though,
are the new

peregrines that
moved in after
A 43-years va-
Mo

cons had been @

CANCY. Fal- ¥

]H’ﬁ“ﬂ.'lll sinece

Jay Sumner low- S

ered himself o
that ledge 1o
reirieve an evas
lor John Craig-
head in 1961,
The peregrines

are back, and John Craighead comtinues
1o inspire untold numbers of biologists,
scholars, and [alconers throughou
the world. [ |
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